
Village of Webster
Historic Resource Survey

Tuesday, December 16th, 2025
Initial Public Meeting



Who we are…
• Non-profit 501(c)(3)  

membership-based organization

• Founded in 1937

• Serve Monroe, Wayne, Seneca, 
Ontario, Yates, Livingston, 
Wyoming, Genesee & Orleans 
Counties – and beyond!

What we do…
• Steward Historic Sites
• Public Events & Educational 

Programming
• Preservation Advocacy
• NY Statewide Preservation 

Conference
• Advice / Guidance
• Support local communities
• Preservation Consulting



HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ORGANIZATIONS & AGENCIES

National Trust for 
Historic Preservation

LOCAL

STATE

NATIONAL

City / Village / Town

NY State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO)

National Park Service

Landmark Society 
of Western NY

GOVERNMENT PRIVATE/NON-
PROFIT SECTOR



PROJECT BACKGROUND & STATUS
• The Village of Webster received a 

Preserve NY Grant through The 
Preservation League of NYS to 
assist with the cost of the survey 
project. 

• The Village of Webster has 
contracted with The Landmark 
Society to conduct a historic 
resource survey of the village.

• The Landmark Society has 
begun initial survey work and will 
be working on the research and 
historic context portion of the 
survey over the winter. In early 
spring, staff will be out in the 
Village taking photographs of 
each property within the survey 
study area.



WHAT IS AN HISTORIC RESOURCE SURVEY?
• Survey = Inventory of historic 

resources

• Historic resources = buildings, sites, 
structures, landscapes, objects that 
are 50+ years old

• Purpose – to identify areas and 
individual properties and sites that 
appear to meet National Register of 
Historic Places designation criteria 
and to create an inventory of 
historically significant properties 
within the Village of Webster.

• The survey report can be used as a 
planning tool for the Village when it 
comes to development, tourism, and 
community pride.



SURVEY PROCESS
• Stakeholder Meeting

• Initial Public Meeting

• Windshield Survey

• Research & Fieldwork

• Draft Survey Report

• Draft Edits

• Final Survey & Recommendations

• Final Public Meeting

• Next Step: National Register 
nomination(s)



WHAT IS THE NATIONAL REGISTER?
• Established by the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966

• Official list of historic buildings, sites, 
structures, and objects recognized as 
significant in American history, 
architecture, archaeology, engineering, 
or culture

• Resources can be listed individually or 
as contributing to an historic district

• Honorary designation

• No restrictions for private property 
owners, unless state or federal 
funding/permitting used



WHAT IS AN HISTORIC DISTRICT?
• Groupings of properties such as 

residential neighborhoods, 
commercial downtowns, and 
industrial complexes

• District boundaries are 
determined by several factors 
such as the history and 
development of the area and the 
historic integrity of buildings 
within the boundary of a 
proposed district

• Properties within the district are 
classified as either “contributing” 
or “noncontributing”



BENEFITS TO NATIONAL REGISTER LISTING
• HONORARY designation

• Promotes heritage tourism and 
economic development

• Raises awareness and pride in 
the community’s past

• Historic Tax Credits

• Other historic preservation 
grants and loans (non-profit 
organizations, private 
foundations, and government 
agencies)



HISTORIC TAX CREDIT PROGRAMS:
NYS Historic Homeownership Tax Credit

• Administered by the State Historic 
Preservation Office (NY SHPO)

• Must be an owner-occupied residence

• Must be in a qualifying census tract

• Must spend at least $5,000 in total 
QREs

• State income tax credit equal to 20% of 
qualified rehabilitation expenses

Commercial Historic Tax Credits

• Administered by the National Park 
Service (NPS) through the NY SHPO

• State income tax credit equal to 30% 
($2.5 million or less) or 20% (more than 
$2.5 million) of qualified rehabilitation 
expenses

• Federal income tax credit equal to 20% 
of qualified rehabilitation expenses

• Available to properties that will be used 
for a business or other income-
producing purpose

• Must meet the “substantial 
rehabilitation” requirement



HISTORIC TAX CREDIT PROGRAMS
NYS Historic Barn Tax Credit

• Administered by the State Historic 
Preservation Office (NY SHPO)

• Does not require listing in the State 
or Federal Registers of Historic 
Places

• Must be a NYS taxpayer

• Must have been built prior to 1946 
and originally used for an 
agricultural-related purpose

• Must not be used for residential 
purposes

• State income tax credit equal to 25% 
of qualified rehabilitation expenses



QUESTIONS?

Megan Hillyard
Director of Preservation Services
mhillyard@landmarksociety.org
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